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LETTERS FROM JOHN LAURENS TO HIS 
FATHER, HON. HENRY LAURENS, 1774- 1776. 

[The South Carolina Historical Society possesses but four of the 
letters written to his father by John Laurens while a student abroad. 
Had there been anything like a full set of these letters they would 
have been published with the letters from father to son, which ran in 
this magazine from April, 1902, to July, 1904, so as to give a complete 
correspondence. ] 

Not having been in the City for two or three days past, 
I have had but a few hours notice of the present opportunity 
of writing to you 1 — and as I have not your last Letters 
about me I must answer them, as well as I can from memory 
— first with respect to the Bristol Expedition I think it will 
be attended with Loss of Time and pernicious Interruption to 
my studies, for I must gain as much as possible of the 
Theory of my Profession in order that I may advance with 
firmer steps in the Practice — Harry shall pass his Holy Days 

1 This letter did not originally belong to the Laurens Collection of 
the South Carolina Historical Society. It was recently purchased in 
Philadelphia by Mr. Henry R. Laurens, of Charleston, a member of the 
Society, who presented lit to the Society as an addition to the Laurens 
Collection. 
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as 'agreeably & usefully as I can make him — Jemmy I 
think will be infinitely better at Walsall than Shifnall for the 
Reasons yon mention— I have written to the little fellow 
to day, and shall keep up a constant Correspondence with 
him— Little Westminster is hearty and well, begins to make 
Sense Verses— but I refer you to his Letter inclosed, which 
with the Papers, M r Mannings and my Letter were returned 
from Falmouth — Inclosed too, you will find Public Adver- 
tisers from Saturday — & I shall now send you them regularly 
— M r Deans communicated your Directions about Garden 
seed to me, to day — I think you have taken all the Essential 
Articles for a Kitchen Garden — except spinach; but that 
and such other Articles as may occur shallbe added. — your 
poor old Landlady has been so ill that we thought her about 
to make her Exit — her leg and stomach very much swell' d — 
and what you call'd Gout is now pronounced to be something 
of a Dropsy — her Illness seem'd to cast a Damp upon Deans 
and make him falter in his Resolution of going to Carolina 
— but as she took an Airing yesterday and is somewhat 
better I fancy he will summon up Resolution enough to 
embark — M r Kendall has call'd twice upon me, and will 
settle Accounts with M r . Manning to morrow — I have worn 
my Black Gown twice at the Temple, and shall break Bread 
there as often as is necessary for keeping my Terms — I 
have attended the Court of King's Bench, but have heard 
nothing of Consequence, though as I am a perfect Novice I 
cannot fail of picking up some Instruction — M r Alderman 
Kennett has brought an Action against the Printer of the 
Publick Ledger for a scandalous Paragraph inserted there, 
accusing the Alderman of enriching himself & duping others 
by a rascally Trick on Cards — M r Corbett desires his Com- 
pliments to you, he promises to introduce me to M r Har- 
grave after Term — You are indebted to M r Poyas who sits 
byjne and presents his Respects for the bad news concerning 
Rice which is marked on the back of M r Mannings Letter 
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— -I send you the Even g Post because it contains M r Burke's 
Florid speech— to the Electors of Bristol. The Lord Mayor 
was so ill on his great Day, that it was thought he would 
not be able to go through the Ceremony of it, he was obliged 
to leave the Ball very early, and has been very poorly ever 
since — never was so poor a Shew of Gens comme il faut, 
nor such a Number of the Poliscon Order collected upon any 
Public Occasion — Lords Mountmorres & Mahon the only 
Noblemen that honoured the Ball with their Presence — the 
former open'd the Ball with Miss Wilkes the Lady Mayress 
— I was mistaken when I said that he was chosen in for L d 
Clinton's Borough — L d Mahon tells me it is not decided 
Present my kind Love to all my Friends — Patsy may expect 
a Letter from me by M r Deans — That God may protect and 
bless my Dear Parent is the constant Prayer of his most 
affectionate & Dutiful 

John Laurens. 
Carolina Coffee House 15 th Nov r . 1774. 
I am just going to Guild Hall where I shall have an oppor- 
tunity of hearing the Proceeding in a Commission of Bank- 
ruptcy — apropos to this M r Poyas tells me there is a Caro- 
lina House (Rob*. Smith Jun r .) which has fail'd since you 
left London — 

[2.] 

It does not seem natural in our present Circumstances to sit 
down to write to America, without having an ample Store 
of Political History and Prophecy, but of the former I know 
no more than is contained in the Papers sent herewith, and 
in the latter as far as I have heard there is so much Ab- 
surdity and Contradiction, that if I were to communicate 
the various Predictions, it would rather be by way of Satire 
upon Politicians in general than from any hope of enlight- 
ening you with respect to our future Fortunes — these to be 
sure will be very bad, if we may judge even from the mild- 
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est of the opinions which I have been used tc hear lately, 
for it has so happen'd on our little Excursion, that we have 
conversed with more Tories than Patriots — Our Pall Mall 
Friend — Governor Hutchinson who lodged in the same 
house with us at Bath, introduced Politics of his own Ac- 
cord, and with one of his sons held a long Dispute with 
Beresford and myself, Viator, who by the bye was the 
most moderate of the three, all agreed in our Ruin, tho' 
they differ'd in the means of effecting it — and now I begin 
to be quite sick of the many long winded and fruitless Let- 
ters which overflow our Public Papers; enough has been 
said upon the Subject if Argument could have been of any 
avail — there is now a necessity for Action — Firmness I 
hope will ever be the Characteristick of Americans; if I 
have any Fear, it is that the Art's of Luxury incidental to 
Riches and Commerce may have already crept in too far 
upon us — and that the Mercantile part, will hardly be per- 
suaded to be long bereft of their accustomed Profits — how- 
ever I hope we shall have Patriots enough to keep the faint 
hearted from sinking, and false Brethren in awe — I con- 
gratulate my Country upon the additional strength it has 
received by your Arrival, and wish in the words of Aga- 
memnon to Nestor, that it had been ten other such Coun- 
cilors as you — Nestor's Name reminds me of Lord Chat- 
ham, who has made a noble Exertion of his Oratory in spite 
of his Age and Infirmities — I must go and see L ds Stanhope 
& Mahon who I find have both call'd upon me in my ab- 
sence from Town, and learn the particulars of his speech 
from them, to night I make one, of a Nursery of Orators 
at the Devil Tavern — where the middle Templars meet and 
harangue upon different subjects, principally confined tho' 
to the Study which they are pursuing — I must have recourse 
to something of this kind in order to exercise my argumenta- 
tive Faculties, for my Friend with whom I eat and drink, 
is the merest machine in the world — the most barren in Con- 
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versation and least calculated to improve, of any Man I ever 
was connected with — however he and his Wife are both 
very well disposed and good People, and I must make the 
best of it — the elder Brother is a sensible clever Fellow, and 
I cultivate his acquaintance as much as possible — 
Letters from Walsall from M r Stone and our dear little 
Jemmy, are inclosed — will you indulge him in his Plan for 
spending Whitsuntide Holidays? I promise to take great 
care of him, and shall be glad of an oportunity of having 
him under my eye for a week or two — Harry is become as 
great a favorite among your Town Friends as Jemmy used 
to be, he spends this day with me, and if he does not come 
too late will write you a Letter. 

You see by the different Colour of the Ink, that this Letter 
had been begun and laid by some days, it was intended to 
go by Cap'. Compton, but by a blundering Message from 
the Coffee House I understood that he was still in Town, but 
upon farther Inquiry I find that he is sailed — with the Pa- 
pers I have put up M rs M c Cauley's Address, L d Chatham's 
Speech, which is said to be spurious and of which his Lord- 
ship has forbid the Publication The Printer has artfully put 
new Edition upon the Title Page — If I ever felt true joy 
in a supreme degree it was on the Receipt of your much 
wish'd for Letter by the Packet, 2 notwithstanding the Safety 
of Voyages in general I could not be free from Anxiety until 
I heard from yourself, that you were landed on the firm 
Continent, and the strong hope, that I had, and which is 
express'd in the fore part of my Letter, was not unallayed 
by Fears — I am sorry that your Activity was call'd forth by 
such a dreadful Accident as Fire — the consequent weakness 
in your Leg, will I hope have pass'd off, long since — 
The News man to whom I sent for the Public Legers of 
6 th August, says they are not to be had any where, how- 

"See letter in Vol. IV. of this magazine, pp. 263-268. 
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ever father Inquiry shall be made and if they are to be had, 
they shall be sent directed to M r Gadsden — 3 
I have but a little time to spare, but I must tell you, what 
has happen'd between S r Egerton Leigh and me — As I was 
standing in one of the Committee Rooms with a Counsellor 
of my Acquaintance, I discover'd the Bar', with his face 
turn'd towards me, a little Rapid Reasoning in my own 
mind, made me think proper to give him the usual Compli- 
ment of the Hat, which he did not return; Pride hinder'd 
me from changing my Countenance to any other than a look 
of Contempt and Indifference, tho I felt that spice of Mor- 
tification which I believe most people would be sensible of 
upon a similar occasion — after a minute or two had pass'd 
and we had advanced nearer to the scene of Business, he 
came up to me took off his Hat and made a very decent 
Apology for not knowing me, he thought it had been a Gen- 
tleman Unknown to him bowing to some other Person in 
the Crowd — In effect the sun had shone so directly into his 
Eyes, through a neighboring Window — that I suppose he 
could not know — then pass'd complimentary Inquiries from 
each Party about Friends — I had not then received your 
Letter — the next day he paid me a Visit and was admitted 
before I knew who it was — he introduced himself by saying 
that if I had not yet heard from you, he could tell me that 
you were arrived — I was much obliged to him but had re- 
ceived a Letter soon after I. parted from him yesterday — af- 
ter some Conversation, he said he hoped I would come and 
see him, that Lady Leigh particularly entreated it — I bowed 
and told him he was very kind, made him no Promise and 
turn'd the Conversation to- something else — I was booted and 
prepared for a Ride with M r Manning — so that his Stay with 
me was not long — At taking Leave, he he again press'd 
me to come and take a Dinner with him in a friendly way 

"See Vol. IV., p. 267. 
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and to appoint a Day for that Purpose beg'd that I would 
promise him — fear'd that I had some Reason for not coming 
that I did not choose to express— ask'd me whether you 
would have any objection to it — upon the whole he was so 
very solicitous, that I was obliged to tell him that you did 
not think it proper — he said he was sensible that there could 
not be on a sudden that Cordiality on our Parts — but that he 
hoped you would permit it to come by degrees — beg'd me 
to write on the subject to you — ask'd me if you would take 
it amiss of him if he were to write you a Letter — I answer'd 
you would be glad to hear from him — he took his Leave in 
an affectionate manner — I must confess tihat from my 
knowledge of the People I would rather do them service at 
a distance, than be within the reach of their Civilities — 
My love to my Uncle and Aunt sisters and every Friend, I 
congratulate them all upon their possessingyou again — and 
you upon your safe Arrival among so many who love and 
cherish you — 

Moore troops are preparing for America. I suppose the Pol- 
icy is to send them out by degrees, 'till there shall be a suf- 
ficient Number for a sure stroke — the disadvantage we la- 
bour under is that any extraordinary measure taken by us 
will be interpreted Rebellion — while all that's doing against 
us has the sanction of Government — from all that I can 
see Matters are gone too far for Accommodation — and I 
think we should train our Men throughout the Continent 
to Arms — secure a Retreat for the Old and Weak, and make 
ready for the worst — Adieu — 

John Laurens. 

Inclosed are Letters to yourself and Doctor Garden, to 
whom present my best Respects— 

The Letters directed to John Petrie, and left at the Caro- 
lina Coffee House, go next Tuesday — I suppose they are 
from his Cha s Town Friends — 
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Endorsed: John Laurens no date supposed 

to be wrote about 20 January 1775 
Rec d . 16 May ^ M r Grant 

Answ d 17 th 

[3-] 

Addressed: Henry Laurens Esq 1 '. 
Charles Town 

So Carolina. 



My Dear Father/ 

Your Letter of 14 th ' August was deliv- 
er'd to me just as I had despair'd of hearing any other In- 
telligence of you than such general Accounts as I might by 
chance gather from my Carolina Acquaintance — they were 
all happy in comparing the advices of their Friends, I had 
made fruitless Inquiries at M r Manning's and the Coffee- 
House ; your Letters came the day after other people had 
read theirs, to give me a Happiness that was heighten'd by 
the preceding Contrast — what occasioned this extraordinary 
Delay I have not yet discover' d neither do I know what is 
become of Mons r Rilliet and the papers said to be in his 
possession. 

I shall leave them for the present to make you hearty 
Congratulations on the Success of our gallant Country- 
men — to tell you with rapture that your desire of restoring 
the Rights of Men, to those wretched Mortals who have so 
long been unjustly deprived of them, coincides exactly 
with my Feelings upon that Subject — and above all to thank 
you for the permission which you have given me to return 
to my Native Country — American papers of a late date 
had been distributed before I received your Letter : and 
the Battle of Sullivant's Island as described in Well's Ga- 
zette 4 copied - immediately by the English papers — but im- 

4 See The South-Carolina and American General Gazette (R. Wells and 
Son) of Friday, August 2, 1776. 
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partial People had been convinced even from S r P. Parker's 
own account, notwithstanding irksome truths had been sup- 
press'd, and great pains had been taken by the choice of 
expressions in relating the Matter to palliate his Defeat, 
that the honour of a very clear Victory was due to our Coun- 
trymen — I suppose you know that L d W m . Campbell was 
so condescending as to take the Command of the Bristol's 
lower deck — it does not appear to me that the Ships went 
near enough to your Fort, to attack it with advantage — yet 
I am told that the Depth of Water was sufficient to admit 
them close to the shore — if there is no sand bank or shoal 
to serve as a natural defence, it was well imagined to place 
the Fort at some distance from the Water's edge — for when 
a ship can lay pretty near to the battery she places great, 
dependence upon the small Arms &ce in her Tops, the Men 
stationed there pick off those who are employed in working 
the Enemy's Guns — & it is on this account I think that the 
parapets of Forts near the Water are made higher than 
those of Fortifications in general are — Our spirits raised by 
Coll Moultrie's Victory have been proportionably sunk by 
the accounts of our misfortunes at long Island 5 — but we 
allow ourselves to hope that the next Intelligence will be 
more favourable and that Revenge will be more active in 
the minds of our Countrymen than Terror — 
The equitable Conduct which you have resolved upon with 
respect to your Negroes, will undoubtedly meet with great 
Opposition from interested Men — I have often conversed 
upon the subject and I have scarcely ever met with a Native 
of the Southern provinces or the W. Indies, who did not 
obstinately recur to the most absurd Arguments in support 
of Slavery — but it was easy to perceive that they consider' d 

5 Not Long Island, South Carolina. The fight that took place at Breech 
Inlet, between Sullivan's Island and Long Island (now Isle of Palms) 
at the same time that the fleet and the fort were engaged decidedly 
was not a "m'sfortune" for the Americans. 
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only their own advantage arising from the Fact, and em- 
barassed themselves very little about the Right- — indeed 
when driven from everything else — they generally exclaim'd 
— Without Slaves how is it possible for us to be rich There 
may be some Inconvenience and even Danger in advancing 
Men suddenly from a state of Slavery, while possess'd of 
the manners and Principles incident to that State, there may 
be danger I say in advancing such Men too suddenly to the 
Rights of Freemen— the Example of Rome suffering from 
Swarms of bad Citizens who were freedmen is a warning 
to us to proceed with Caution ; and the necessity for it is an 
Argument of the complete Mischief occasioned by our con- 
tinued Usurpation- — we have sunk the African and their de- 
scendants below the standard of Humanity, and almost ren- 
der'd them incapable of that Blessing which equal Heaven 
bestow' d upon us all — by what shades and Degrees they are 
to be brought to the happy state which you propose for them, 
is not to be determined in a moment — whatever I can col- 
lect from Books, and the Conversation of sensible Men shall 
be carefully attended to and consider'd — in the meantime I 
am glad to find that you had the same Confidence in me, 
that I had in you — the Plan of agitation has been for some 
time a favorite one of mine — and I should have written my 
Thoughts as fully upon the Subject as I have spoken them 
here to M r Manning and others of our Friends who have 
opposed me in it, but that the present State of our Affairs 
seem'd to require the matter to be a little postpon'd. 
Will you forgive me Sir for adding a Daughter in Law to 
your Family without first asking your Consent — I must re- 
serve particulars 'till I have the pleasure of seeing you — my 
Wife M r Manning's youngest Daughter promises soon to 
give you a Grand Child — 

If I could manage to spend the Winter as a Volunteer in 
Prussia, at little expence, I sh d . come out to you pretty well 
trained early in the Spring — if the service to 1 e learn'd in 
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the time will not make it worth the while which matter I am 
just now consulting — I shall take my Passage immediately 
for Carolina — 

The Account of your Exercise on Horseback makes me 
happy as it gives me an Assurance of your good Health- 
long may God preserve it — Your Children here and my Un- 
cle and Aunt are well — my Uncle has been somewhat indis- 
posed owing I believe to the Approach of the Winter — 
Harry goes on very well and will be left in very good 
hands — 

This Letter my Father in Law is to send by way of the W. 
Indies — I shall have the pleasure of writing to you again 
by the way of Bourdeaux — when I shall mention M. Bre- 
mar who I am sorry to inform you has not conducted her- 
self as well as she ought to have done. 

Your most affectionate and dutiful 

J Laurens. 
26 th Octob. 1776. 

Endorsed: John Laurens 

26 October 1776 
22 March 1777. 

[4.] 
My Dear Father 

As I find M r Manning is still writing to the 

W. Indies, I trouble him to forward this, tho' I have only 

to repeat what my last contain' d — that all whom you love 

here are well — but unhappy in being separated from you — 

and that I am preparing to join you as soon as possible. 

There is a piece of Business however which just occurs to 

me, and I am the better pleased that it does, as M r Izard 

whom it regards, seems to be very uneasy at not having 

heard from you upon the subject and his affairs in general — 

he says he wrote to you fearing that your Attention to Public 

Affairs would leave you but little opportunity of inspecting 
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his private Concerns, to desire that you would appoint M r 
T. Farr to act under your direction and disburthen you of 
the more laborious Parts — that he would be glad to repeat 
this Request — most of his Letters to you have been sent by 
indirect Conveyances, and he thinks must have miscarried — 
I deliver'd him the Message contain'd I think in your Let- 
ter forwarded by M r Wright — and have represented to him 
how closely you have been engaged in matters of more Im- 
portance than Individual property — 

My Wife desires her Duty to you and I remain your most 
dutiful and affectionate 



14 th Nov. 1776. 

Endorsed: Jn°. Laurens 

14 Novem 1776 
Rec d . 27 Aug* 1777. 
Ralph Izard's affairs 



John Laurens. 



